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5TH LAND TRUST DAYS KICKS OFF WITH WOLF HILL HIKE JULY 22 
DISCOVER YOUR TRUE NATURE AS LAND TRUST DAYS 

CELEBRATES RI’S SPECIAL PLACES 
STATEWIDE OUTDOOR CONSERVATION EVENTS BEGIN AUGUST 13 

 
Wolf Hill in Smithfield will be the site of the kick-off event for 2016 Land Trust 
Days on Friday, July 22 at 5:30 p.m., hosted by the Smithfield Land Trust and 
Rhode Island Land Trust Council.  It will feature a forest walk and a chance to 
discover some little-known Rhode Island history, including being the site of the 
crash of a military aircraft during World War II. 
 
If attendees don’t want to walk, they can enjoy the evening by relaxing on the dock 
looking out over Stillwater Reservoir/Stump Pond.  There will be three starting 
times for the guided hikes: 5:30, 6:00 and 6:30 p.m.  
 
The Wolf Hill walk and all of the upcoming Land Trust Days events, which will run 
from August 13 through October 2, urge individuals and families to “Discover Your 
True Nature” by getting outside and enjoying the state’s special places.  
 
“Land Trust Days has been remarkably successful in the past four years by 
encouraging Rhode Islanders to get outdoors, spend time in nature and discover the 
beautiful protected open space lands in Rhode Island that, like Smithfield’s Wolf Hill 
Preserve, are very close to where they live,” said Rupert Friday, executive director of 
the R.I. Land Trust Council.  “If you ask people to think about their favorite place to 
relax, most people picture themselves in an outdoor site. Land Trust Days highlights 
just how many of those special places exist in Rhode Island by inviting individuals 
and families out to events in their area to enjoy them.” 



Wolf Hill’s WWII aircraft crash is a story largely unknown by most Rhode Islanders.  
On an August afternoon in 1943, an aircraft traveling between two fields in 
Massachusetts, lost an engine and crashed on Wolf Hill. The Smithfield Land Trust 
will take participants on a walk up this forested hill to visit the site of that crash 
from over 70 years ago. This hike is a two-mile round trip, but non-hikers are 
welcome to linger at the pond and enjoy a beautiful sunset. Wolf Hill Preserve was 
created in 1990 by the Smithfield Land Trust and now protects 300 acres. The land 
trust has created six miles of walking trails so that people can explore this forest. 
The preserve includes a tribute to Ken Weber, who was a member of the Smithfield 
Conservation Commission and wrote guides to Rhode Island trails. 

Land Trust Days highlights the outdoor areas like Wolf Hill Preserve that the state’s 
land trusts  most of which are entirely volunteer run organizations  work to 
protect and promote year-round.  In addition to their natural beauty, these special 
places promote the health of Rhode Island’s citizens, its environment, and the 
economy, and give everyone a chance to “discover their own true nature.”  Getting 
out in the fresh air to unwind, unplug, relax and participate in outdoor recreational 
activities such as taking walks improves physical and mental health. Everyone 
enjoys these benefits of protecting natural areas in our communities.  Open spaces 
also add to our sense of community, by simply providing “green spaces” to be 
enjoyed by everyone. 
 
For more information on the Wolf Hill walk, please contact: Barbara Rich at 401-
723-9801 mornings; or via email at brich@barbararich.net 
 
The Land Trust Days roster and calendar of events and activities with more detailed 
information can be found on the land trust website at: WWW.landtrustdays.org.  
There is something for everyone.  The roster of activities over two months allows 
people to scope out and plan which activities they want to attend and to mark their 
calendars. 
 
People are also encouraged to sign up for the Meetup Group for Land Trust Days.  
Once someone signs up, they will be notified about upcoming Land Trust Day 
activities.  People are also encouraged to “Like” Land Trust Days on the Land Trust 
Council’s Facebook page.   
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