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What We’ll be 
Covering

• The 2023 Housing Fact Book 
and Affordability in Rhode 
Island

• Background of HWRI and 
Zoning Research

• Process of Creating a Zoning 
Atlas

• Navigating the RIZA
• Initial Key Findings
• Next Steps



Costs Too Much…
for Everyone, Everywhere 



Affordability Crisis Continues 



Affordability Crisis Continues 



Regional Pages Feature: Zoning 



HWRI and the Zoning Atlas 
2018:
• HWRI began collecting and analyzing 

residential zoning information (to be 
included in Housing Fact Book). 

2021: 
• Collected more robust zoning data 

through work for RIHousing. 
• Desegregate CT published the first 

statewide Zoning Atlas.
• Catalyst for the National Zoning 

Atlas (NZA) collaborative.
2022: 
• HWRI began GIS mapping of zoning for 1F, 

2F, and 3F+, as well as other important 
aspects to residential development.

• HWRI became the Rhode Island team in 
the NZA project in 2022, providing an 
update via a “Soft Launch” of Kent County 
in Spring 2023.



Initial Findings: 
Statewide Datapoints

General:
• Pages of Zoning Analyzed: >6,000
• # of Districts Logged: 699
• Avg. # of Districts per Municipality: 18

Zoning District Types:
• Primary Residential: 81%
• Mixed with Residential: 9%
• Nonresidential: 10%

By Right Zoning:
• Single Family By Right: 87%
• Two-Family By Right: 20%
• Three-Family By Right: 9%
• Four-Family+ By Right: 8%

Minimum Lot Sizes:
• Land Zoned Single Family By Right ≥ 1 

acre: 25%
• Land Zoned Two-Family By Right ≥ 1 

acre: 39%
• Land Zoned Three-Family By Right ≥ 1 

acre: 49%
• Land Zoned Four-Family+ By Right ≥ 1 

acre: 49%



Navigating the RI Zoning Atlas



Navigating the RI Zoning Atlas



Navigating the RI Zoning Atlas



Navigating the RI Zoning Atlas



Climate Change Impacts in Cranston & Warwick



56%24%

20%

Zoning District Type

Primary Residential Mixed with Residential

Nonresidential

Undevelopable land removed from calculations

Transit Potential and Zoning



Transit Potential and Zoning



Next Steps: 
Evolving the Atlas to Meet RI’s Needs

Interact with the Atlas
• Give the public time to interact with 

the Atlas and explore functionality
• HWRI purposeful in not releasing 

library of assets and datapoints with 
Atlas to encourage users to interact 
with tool

Lunch & Learns
• Conducting a series of “Lunch & 

Learns” where we hope to take deeper 
dives

• Elicit stakeholder feedback and ideas
• Spread awareness of the Atlas

Deeper Dives
• Analysis of zoning impacted by sea 

level rise scenarios/climate change* 
• Analysis of zoning around transit
• Analysis of zoning with presence of 

infrastructure
• Zoning for temporary/homeless 

shelters and similar uses



Explore the 
RI Zoning Atlas at
https://www.housingworksri.org/learning-

center/rizoningatlas

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.housingworksri.org%2Flearning-center%2Frizoningatlas&data=05%7C01%7Cbkelley%40rwu.edu%7C4ed84546af8a48e31ecf08dbd0be5e1e%7Cd84edea239e2410aa672331c49c8c4e2%7C0%7C0%7C638333288275859718%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Wdpjz%2FzHDNdUHvm%2F9dsgIUBEtEvy7m1caczTokH8sJs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.housingworksri.org%2Flearning-center%2Frizoningatlas&data=05%7C01%7Cbkelley%40rwu.edu%7C4ed84546af8a48e31ecf08dbd0be5e1e%7Cd84edea239e2410aa672331c49c8c4e2%7C0%7C0%7C638333288275859718%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Wdpjz%2FzHDNdUHvm%2F9dsgIUBEtEvy7m1caczTokH8sJs%3D&reserved=0
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