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What is the Community Preservation Act (CPA)?

• State enabling legislation signed into law September 14, 2000
• Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44B

• Communities vote to place a surcharge of up to 3% on their real estate 
tax amount
• Several exemptions are allowed; communities decide which ones 

they want

• The state provides a varying amount of matching funds yearly
• Community Preservation Trust Fund comes from fees collected at the 

Registry of Deeds
• All communities pay into the Trust Fund even if they have not 

adopted CPA
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What is the Community Preservation Act (CPA)?

• Funds are dedicated to affordable housing, open 
space & recreation, and historic preservation

• 10% must be allocated to each of the three 
categories every year

• 5% can be used for administrative purposes

• The remaining 65% can be used among the three 
categories however a community would like

• Funds do not expire, they can be banked and earn 
interest, and they can be used for bonding

• Communities establish a Community Preservation 
Committee to review funding requests

• All funding requests must be approved by the 
community’s legislative body
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How is the CPA surcharge calculated?
• Communities set a surcharge amount of up to 3% when they adopt CPA
• Cannot be changed without a vote

• Surcharge is calculated on the amount property owners pay in taxes, not 
the valuation of the property
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Average Residential 
Valuation

Minus $100,000 
Exemption

Tax Bill at 
$11.48/$1,000

1.5% Surcharge on Tax 
Bill

$405,164 $305,164 $3,503 $53
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To date over: 

• $2.7 billion collected locally

• $1 billion disbursed by the 
state trust fund

• $3.7 billion in total CPA 
funding to communities

For more information, visit 
communitypreservation.org 

201 of 351
municipalities

http://communitypreservation.org/
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Isaac Simmons Farm, Duxbury Elmwood Farm, Hopkinton
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Warren Avenue, Weston Beaver Brook Farm, Dracut



Thank you!
Jenn Doherty, Preservation Planner, 

Barrett Planning Group LLC

Jenn@BarrettPlanningLLC.com

Community Preservation Coalition

www.CommunityPreservation.org
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