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AGENDA
8:00 am Registration and Continental Breakfast
c R E A I U R E c L A S H Network and Visit Conservation Commons Exhibitor Hall

9:00 am Welcome and Opening Program—Ballroom

Welcome—Thomas Rogers, Board Chair, Rl Land Trust Council
Land Acknowledgement—Dinalyn Spears, Director of Community Planning & Natural
Resources, Narragansett Indian Tribe

Introduction—Kate Sayles, Director, Rl Land Trust Council

Ple your faVOr‘Ite #leal kSCha“enge 9:30 am Keynote Presentationf Ethan Tapper, author, How to Love a'Forest
Creature and help decide RILTC’s 2026 The Work Ahead: Caring for Our Land and Water and Creating aJust Future
mascot! 10:15am  Break

Network and Visit Conservation Commons Exhibitor Hall

. . S 10:35 am Session A Workshops
VOtlng is unlimited! Scan the QR Your choice from 10 workshops offered

COde and detel‘mine WhiCh 11:55 am Lunch—Ram’s Den

creature will be crowned the r ENetwork and VI?It Con.ser.vat/on Commqns Exhibitor Hall
than Tapper will be signing copies of his book
champion!

1:00 pm Session B Workshops
Your choice from 10 workshops offered

2:00 pm Break

Coffee and Afternoon Snacks Offered

Network and Visit Conservation Commons Exhibitor Hall
2 RHODE ISLAND 2:20 pm Session C Workshops

Your choice from 10 workshops offered
S———
e - powered by the Alliance for Nonprofit Impact 3:25 pm CIOSing Program—BaIlroom

LAND TRUST COUNCIL at United Way of Rhode Island Updates from Washington—US Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (pre-recorded)
Legislative Update: Director Terry Gray, Rl Department of Environmental Management
Senator Louis DiPalma and Representative Megan Cotter
Raffles and Prizes
Closing Words—Dinalyn Spears, Director of Community Planning & Natural Resources,
Narragansett Indian Tribe

4:30 pm Join us for the afterparty at Whalers Brewery!
1174 Kingstown Road, Peace Dale




Thank You
to these sponsors of the
2026 Land & Water
Conservation Summit!

Lead Sponsor: $5,000 and above

HAZARD

MILY

Champion: $3,000 - $4,999
L

SJOHNSON Rhode Island
CUSTOM BUILDERS Energg®

a PPL company

CALDWELL

Collaborator: $1,500 — $2,999
Audubon Society
of Rhode Island

‘/_\\;Land Trust Alliance

Together, conserving the places you love

LJUONSET

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

WOOD - PAWCATUCK
WHld and Scenic Rivers

Supporter: $750 — $1,499

Applied Biosystems
BankNewport
Clean Water Action
Conservation Stewardship Collaborative
Eastern Bank Foundation
Eastern Rl Conservation District
ecoRlI
Farm Credit East
Horsley Witten Group, Inc.
Landscape Elements LLC
Narragansett Bay Estuary Program
Northern Rl Conservation District
RI DEM Office of Water Resources
RI Food Policy Council
RI Wild Plant Society
RI-NEST
The Nature Conservancy
Tomaquag Museum
URI CELS-Coop Extension
URI Coastal Institute
Whalers Brewery

Friend: $500 — $749

Admiral Dewey Inn
Baron’s Ice Cream
City Greener Strategies
Dragonfly Nurseries
HousingWorksRI
NEARI
Ocean House Marina
RI AFL-CIO
RIDEM Division of Forest Environment
Save the Bay
SumCo Engineering
The Conservation Fund
Tupelo Design Studio
VHB
Whelan, Corrente, & Flanders LLP
Woonasquatucket River Watershed Council

P

CALDWELL
& JOHNSON

CUSTOM BUILDERS AND REMODELERS

ENVIORNMENTALLY SUSTAINABLE
BUILDING EXPERTS

VISIT US AT

A\
CALDWELLANDJOHNSON. COM\

CALDWELLREALTYRIL.COM .
401-885-1770




APPLIED BIO-SYSTEMS, INC.

WETLAND CONSULTANTS
FOUNDED 1986 BY LINDA STEERE

«  WETLAND
DELINEATION

e ENVIRONMENTAL
PERMITTING

e CONSTRUCTION
MONITORING

e INVASIVE MANAGEMENT

e  WILDLIFE EVALUATIONS

e SOIL EVALUATIONS

JASON SCHWARTZ

Senior Environmental Scientist
(401) 783-6740
wetlands@absinc.necoxmail.com

P.O. Box 985, West Kingston, RI 02892

City Greener Strategies, LLC is proud
to support the 2026 RILTC Summit.

Put our 30 years of experience to

work for you. Our clients say great

things about our most in-demand
services:

Strategic Planning
Revenue Planning

Program Management

Visit our website to learn more and
arrange for a free consultation.

www.citygreenerstrategies.com

PROUD TO BE PART OF THE
2026 LAND & WATER
CONSERVATION SUMMIT

RHODE ISLAND

<
<

Division of
Agriculture and
Forest Environment

235 Promenade Street
Providence, RI 02908
www.dem.ri.gov

NURSERIES

WHOLESALE NATIVE PLANT NURSERY

Located in Wakefield, RI

dragonflynurseries.com

hello@dragonflynurseries.com
401-497-9954

About the Rl Land & Water Conservation Summit

For more than two decades, the Rhode Island Land &
Water Conservation Summit has brought together the
people who care for the state’s land and water. Land
trust leaders, watershed organizations, conservation
commissions, farmers, planners, state agencies,
students, and community members gather each year to
share ideas, learn from one another, and strengthen the
networks that sustain our collective work across Rhode
Island.

Now in its 21st year, the Summit remains Rhode
Island’s premier gathering for grassroots conservation.
This year’s program includes 30 workshops and
welcomes 325 participants from across Rhode Island
and neighboring New England states for a full day of
collaboration and connection.

The Summit has been hosted at the University of
Rhode Island since 2005 and is now organized by

the Rhode Island Land Trust Council, the statewide
coalition of over 50 land trusts working to conserve the
lands and waters that sustain our communities.

We are especially excited to return in 2026 after a
pause in 2025, when Rhode Island hosted the Land
Trust Alliance’s Rally in Providence. With more

than 2,350 attendees, it was the largest Rally in the
organization’s history and brought national attention to
Rhode Island’s vibrant conservation community. This
year’s Summit continues that momentum by bringing
the focus back to the people and partnerships shaping
conservation across our region.

Participants may notice one change to the program this
year. The Peter Merritt Award for Land Conservation
and the Blueways Stewardship Award will no longer
be presented during the Summit. The awards will

be presented at the annual meetings of the Rhode
Island Land Trust Council and the Rhode Island Rivers
Council, respectively, as part of each organization’s
annual celebration of conservation leadership.

Materials from past Summits, including workshop
resources and keynote recordings, are archived at
landandwaterpartnership.org.

Special thanks to our lead sponsor!

HAZARD
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Forests Are Our Lungs

o

Audubon Society of Rhode Island
Protecting Birds, Forests, and All Living Things for 128 Years

WWW.asri.org

Rhode Island
Energy’ .

a PPL company

| )

We make Rhode Island work.

President Patrick Crowley

Rhode Island AFL-CIO

194 Smith St., Providence, Rl 02908
401-751-7100
www.rhodeislandaflcio.org

Vi
B BANKNEWPORT

PROUDLY SUPPORTS
Rhode Island Land Trust Council

E _-_E Scan the code to learn more
. about BankNewport's

r
- commitment to supporting
E RI communities.

Member FDIC

Traditional Ecological
Knowledge Hikes!

AVAILABLE APRIL - NOVEMBER

Take a guided traditional ecological knowledge (TEK) hike
around the Tomaquag Museum'’s grounds and, as
appropriate, the beautiful Arcadia Management Area
abutting our property.

Guests will explore Indigenous plants and discover their
uses in the traditional life ways of the Narragansett

People, in addition to a guided museum program.

Book your program today at tomaquagmuseum.org




Keynote

Ethan Tapper
The Work Ahead: Caring for Our Lands and Waters and Creating a Just Future

What does it mean to care for our lands and waters in a time of climate change, inequity, and ecological loss? In
his keynote address, Ethan Tapper will explore the complex and necessary acts of conservation and stewardship
across Rhode Island’s landscapes and watersheds.

Ethan is a forester, ecologist, digital storyteller, and the bestselling author of How to Love a Forest: The Bittersweet
Work of Tending a Changing World. For more than a decade, Ethan has been recognized as a thought-leader in the
world of ecosystem stewardship, winning numerous regional and national awards for his work. More recently, he
has been recognized as a writer — since its publication in 2024, How to Love a Forest has been named the winner
of the 2025 New England Book Award for nonfiction, and received international acclaim.

Ethan’s message of relationship, responsibility and hope reaches millions of people each year through his writing,
social media channels with hundreds of thousands of followers, and the hundreds of walks, talks and keynotes
that he delivers across North America each year.

Ethan works, writes, hunts, birds and runs a small consulting forestry business from his home at Bear Island - his
175-acre working forest, homestead, orchard and sugarbush in Vermont — and plays in his punk band, The Bubs.

ETHAN
TAPPER
»

“Beautifully written.” ~
—BILL MCKIBBEN

#

the
bittersweet
work of
tending a
changing world

Ethan will be signing books at lunchtime in the Ram’s Den.

Summit Keynote Speakers

Each year we recruit a Keynote speaker for the Summit who can provide participants with timely information and
inspiration for continuing our work together.

2004 Gus Seelig — Keys to the 15 Year Success of the VT Housing & Conservation Program

2005 Peter Forbes —The Soul of the Land: Nurturing Our Emotional Connections to Our Communities,
Landscapes and Watersheds and Telling Stories that Celebrate These Relationships

2006 Jeff Milder — Using Development to Support Conservation: How to Leverage the Real Estate Market to
Help Fund Conservation Projects

2007 Richard Greenwood — Powerful Currents: A Historical Perspective on Rivers and the Making of Rhode
Island

2008 Gina McCarthy — No Child Left Inside

2009 Tom Wessells — Reading the Forested Landscape: A Natural History of New England

2010 Tom Horton — Saving the Chesapeake Bay’s Land and Water: Lessons Learned after 25 Years
2011 Steve Sloan — Connecting People to Place and Your Conservation Mission

2012 Mayor Lisa Wong — Urban Conservation as a Redevelopment Strategy

2013 Steve Archibald — Not a storyteller? Perhaps it’s time to reconsider!

2014 Alvaro Sanchez Sanchez — Building Strong Green Economies Using Land & Water Conservation Strategies
2015 Peter Forbes — Innovation & Evolution in Conservation

2016 Collin O’Mara — Conservation in This Century: What America Can Learn from the Ocean State
2017  Eric Chivian, M.D. — Medical Models for Helping Us Understand Global Environmental Threats
2018 Gus Seelig — Building Community Through Conservation: Lessons from 30 Years

2019 David Vallee — Conservation, Meet Development: The Role of Land & Watershed Protection in Building
Resilient Communities

2020 Dr. Mamie Parker — A Change in Climate: Preparing the Next Generation with Passion, Inspiration, and
Excellence!

2021 Carolyn Finney — Building a Stronger Land Movement through Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

2022 Lorén Spears — Sustaining and Conserving in Unprecedented Times: Traditional Ecological Knowledge &
Environmental Justice

2023 Dave Vissoe — The Joy of Winter Sowing: Native Plant Propagation from Seed and the ReSeeding R/
Project

2024 Tarshire Battle — Rooted in Resilience: Centering Community in Land & Water Conservation

2026 Ethan Tapper — The Work Ahead: Caring for Our Land and Water and Creating a Just Future




- Rhode Island

Conservation Districts

Protecting Rhode Island’s farms, forests, and open spaces through grant funding,
education outreach, and environmental technical assistance since 1944.

o
g .
Q \

*vation ©

NRICD ORG EASTERNRICONSERVATION.ORG SRICD.ORG

Resources for Land Trusts
templates and best practices
baseline, man. plan, & signage

CONSERVATION
RI Wildlife Action Plan STEWHH[ISH”]
olanming assistance. LOLLABORATIVE

Youth Conservation League
trail building, invasives, youth
engagement with land trusts

Learn how RICSC [=]; E__
Rare Species & Invasives can help you: :

biodiversity inventory, mapping .
. https;, ricsc. I:I
veg. management best practices psi//www.ricsc.org/

Seven Leaders Tackling Bottlenecks
to Conservation Land Stewardship

THE
rrT—— Wi UNIVERSITY RHODE ISLAN TheNature O\
— OF RHODE ISLAND ‘k h"[/! Co
_ COLLEGE OF ~ AN ab % nservancy =~
o o] [HE ENVIRONMENT ~ NATURAL HISTORY SURVEY Protecting nature. Preserving life”
RHODE ISLAND RN ensstom estres T sty

Audubon Society
of Rhode Island
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e land to the water, and everything
vetween ecoRI News has it covered.

Sign up for our
free enewsletters

Join more than 12,000
of your neighbors who
already receive our
informative, independent
reporting on climate,
conservation, and the
environment in
their inbox.

e c o' R l ecoRIl News is a nonprofit newsroom that proilides ongoing coverage
and in-depth analysis on issues such as coastal erosion, environmental ecoRl.org/getnews
neWS legislation, the local impacts of climate change, renewable energy
projects, land conservation, public transit, local agriculture, climate
ecoRl.org justice, and wildlife.

Farm Credit East is deeply rooted in our customers’ success
- and Northeast agriculture. In fact, no one knows ag
quite as well as Farm Credit East. So if you're looking

for financing or business services for your agricultural
operation — of any size or type — look to Farm Credit East.
Our mission is to grow your success.

FARMCREDITEAST.COM
800.562.2235

Loans and Leases

Tax Services

Accounting Services

Business Consulting

Country Home Loans

FarmStart for New Businesses

Real Estate and Equipment Appraisals

LENDER




Thank You!

The Rhode Island Land Trust Council is proud of all our supporting members!

Land Trust Members

Audubon Society of Rhode Island
Aquidneck Island Land Trust*
Barrington Land Conservation Trust
Block Island Land Trust

Borders Farm Richmond Rural Preservation Land Trust*
Bristol Land Conservation Trust

Neutaconkanut Hill Conservancy
Norman Bird Sanctuary

Nopes Island Conservancy*
North Smithfield Land Trust
Prudence Conservancy

Sakonnet Preservation Association*
Scituate Land Trust*

Smithfield Land Trust*

South Kingstown Land Trust*

Bridgham Farm Land Trust
Burrillville Land Trust*
Charlestown Land Trust*
Conanicut Island Land Trust* The Nature Conservancy
Coventry Land Trust* Tiverton Land Trust*

Cumberland Land Trust* Tiverton Open Space Commission*
East Greenwich Land Trust Warren Land Trust*

Foster Land Trust Warwick Land Trust*

Friends of Canonchet Farm Watch Hill Conservancy
West Bay Land Trust

West Greenwich Land Trust

Westerly Land Trust*

Glocester Land Trust*

Hopkinton Land Trust*

Johnston Land Trust*

Land Conservancy of North Kingstown*
Little Compton Agricultural Land Conservancy Trust* *Indicates “Plus” membership. Learn

Narragansett Land Conservation Trust more about the extra benefits “plus”

Narrow River Land Trust* members receive:

Organizational Members

9 CLEAN WATER ACTION

e ACTION ¢« JUSTICE

S

Rhode Island
Energy

C \"3
a PPL company YUrypyy part™®

NURSERIES

WHOLESALE NATIVE PLANT NURSERY

Interested in supporting the RI Land Trust Council? Become a Member!

I ~ Land Trust Alliance

‘ Together, conserving the places you love

Connect with Community

The New England Program delivers
trainings and resources, convenes
peer networks, provides financial
support and responds to the most
pressing needs of land trusts. We
help build strong land trusts, ensure
permanence, foster equity, and
advance land and water protection.

Questions?

Mariah Fogg

New England Program Coordinator
mfogg@Ita.org | (202) 349-0587
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We catalyze scientific inquiry and collective action to restore
and protect our water quality, wildlife, and quality of life.

401-633-0550 www.nhbep.org info@nbep.org

13



Let’s build a more just
and resilient food system
for all Rhode Islanders!

e Help advance good food policy
e Learn about our local food system

e Collaborate with other Rhode Islanders
who care

Al are welcome! By working together, we can ensure everyone’s

voices are heard, and that Rhode Island’s food system-based RI FOOD
. POLICY
policies and programs serve all Rhode Islanders. COUNCIL :r"” ”

No prior experience in advocacy or policy required. P

rifoodcouncil.org/join-us

@rifoodcouncil o ® @

RIFPC is an independent, 501c3 nonprofit organization.

J O N S E T Bu(sgiltll(é?ss%tark

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
Home to 260

More Than a Business Park compagiesf:m,soo
JOoDs, ptus:

4 public beaches
4-mile public bike path
Public golf course
Public marina

Ferry to Martha’s
Vineyard

HORSLEY WITTEN GROUP

YOUR PARTNER. NATURE’'S STEWARD.

Providence | Boston | Exeter | Sandwich

Westerly
Commumty

Credit Union

(QEastern Bank
CAMBRIDGE TRUST

— WEALTH MANAGEMENT  PRIVATE BANKING —
A DIVISION OF EASTERN BANK

15



Session A (10:35 AM)

A1. Beavers: From Control to Collaboration

What if Rhode Island’s most overlooked allies in land
and water restoration—and in building climate resil-
ience—were beavers? Beavers often get a bad reputa-
tion, yet their potential as partners remains largely un-
tapped across the state.

This session explores projects and research demon-
strating how beaver-engineered landscapes provide
multi-functional solutions to drought, wildfire, and
flooding—and how collaborating with beavers can pro-
mote streambed restoration, floodplain reconnection,
habitat creation, groundwater recharge, water quality
improvement, and more.

We'll also introduce Rhode Island Beaver Manage-
ment—the first initiative of its kind in the state—to ex-
plore how Rhode Island can build pathways of coex-
istence and collaboration with beavers, restoring the
natural processes that sustain both human and ecologi-
cal communities across rural and urban landscapes.

As Rhode Island faces mounting pressures from flood-
ing, drought, and degraded waterways, recognizing
the ecological role of beavers offers a powerful and
cost-effective path to climate adaptation. This session
invites land managers, policymakers, and community
members to reimagine coexistence and co-creation—
shifting from control toward collaboration with nature’s
own engineers.

Speakers:

Molly Hastings, Director, Rl Beaver Management
Alexandra lonescu, Associate Director of Regenerative
Projects, Biodiversity for a Livable Climate

A2. Beyond Access: Building our Collective Liberation
in Outdoor Spaces Intergenerationally

Through this interactive workshop, participants will
be able to explore the barriers and understand termi-
nology that highlight the importance of increasing op-
portunities for youth of color to explore outdoor spaces.
This workshop will include reflective activities that out-
line participants’ initial involvement and interest in the
outdoors. We will address the systemic obstacles that
exclude youth of color from having early outdoor ex-
ploration opportunities.

By brainstorming ways to improve accessibility for
youth, participants will gain a greater understanding of
the importance of exposure, opportunity, and represen-

tation that comes with environmental justice.
Speakers:

Destiny Manston, Special Projects Coordinator, Youth
in Action

Aisha Isabel, Program Director, Youth in Action
Nyrell Wright, Board Member and Program Alumni,
Youth in Action

A3. Conservation Made Possible: NRCS Funding for RI
Land Trusts

This presentation will introduce land trusts to the wide
range of funding opportunities available through the
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service. We will
explore easement programs that help protect working
lands, forest, and critical habitats, as well as financial
assistance programs that support long-term stewardship
and land management. Attendees will learn how NRCS
can partner with land trusts to fund conservation ease-
ments, enhance ecological resilience, and provide re-
sources to care for the lands they own and manage. This
session will highlight practical and accessible tools and
funding paths to make lasting conservation possible.
Speakers:

Marina Capraro, Easement Program Manager, USDA-
NRCS

Annie Ragan, Financial Assistant Program Manager,
USDA-NRCS

Brunilda Velez-Diaz, Assistant State Conservationist for
Programs, USDA-NRCS

A4. Climate Change, a Just Transition, and the Role of
Labor

This panel will explore what a “just transition” truly
means for Rhode Island workers and communities, con-
necting the dots between climate action, equity, and la-
bor. Panelists will discuss how organized labor is shap-
ing the state’s energy and climate transition—from the
Act on Climate and 100% Renewable Energy Standard
to local initiatives like Providence’s Climate Justice Plan.
The conversation will reflect on how policy and funding
landscapes have shifted over time, including the evolv-
ing role of federal and state tax credits, and how unions
and allies can continue to adapt and advocate for equi-
table outcomes.

Emerging opportunities such as geothermal and dis-
trict thermal networks will be highlighted as examples
of the next generation of climate infrastructure that can
deliver good, union jobs. Panelists will also reference

16

findings from Climate Jobs Just Transition and Clean
Energy Jobs reports and ongoing state planning efforts.
Participants will leave with a deeper understanding of
why labor is essential to achieving the state’s climate
goals and how worker justice can be embedded across
conservation, resilience, and decarbonization efforts.
Speakers:

Harrison Antone, Labor Liaison, Climate Jobs Rhode
Island

Erica Hammond, Legislative Director, Rhode Island
AFL-CIO

Quilcia Moronta, Community Organizer, Climate Jobs
Rhode Island

Serena Russell, Policy Coordinator, Climate Jobs

Rhode Island

A5. Restoring Our Soils, Preserving Our Lands

Development, farming practices, and climate change
are rapidly degrading the country’s soils in both urban
and rural settings. In order to protect our health, and the
productivity of our lands, we need to restore the health
of our soils. We will feature a discussion from one of
the nation’s compost thought leaders, RI’s own Jayne
Merner, on the importance of soil health and the ben-
efits in terms of health, community resilience, storm-
water management, and more. She’ll bring her years
of experience composting, using that compost on her
farm and throughout the community. We'll then hear
from Rich Pederson Steward of City Farm in Providence
which has some of the best soil you’ll see right in an
urban setting, on the importance of urban farming to
the community. And finally you'll hear from Isaac Bearg
of the RI Food Policy Council about how individuals
and communities can encourage the diversion of waste
from our rapidly filling landfill in favor of practices that
generate the compost we need to restore our lands.
Speakers:

Isaac Bearg, Program Director - Food, Climate and
Environment, Rl Food Policy Council

Jayne Merner, Owner, Earth Care Farm

Rich Pederson, City Farm Steward,

Southside Community Land Trust

A®6. State of the State — Farmland and Its Future in RI

Rhode Island’s farmland is under intense pressure
from development and rising land prices, even as in-
terest in farming and access to local food continues to
grow. In this workshop, we will review the latest data on
the status of farmland and discuss where current trends
are leading. We will examine practical models for land
access, including conservation-based tools, long-term
leases, and other strategies communities are using to
keep land in agriculture. We will close with a conver-
sation about what Rhode Island can do next to protect
farmland and support the next generation of farmers
through policy, partnerships, and other actions.
Speaker:

Laurel Witri, Farm Transition Specialist, Land & Sea
Together, CMCRI

A7. Stewardship Takes to the Skies: Drones as a Tool
for Land Conservation

Tired of climbing through impenetrable thickets of
multiflora rose, greenbrier, and blackberry? Need to
find a way to document that hard-to-reach encroach-
ment? Or maybe you're looking for a way to take your
social media account to the next level? A drone may be
the answer for you! In this session, Stewardship Man-
ager Sean Grandy of Aquidneck Island Land Trust and
Stewardship Director Adam Yorks of Sakonnet Preser-
vation Association will discuss their use of drones in
monitoring, mapping, communications, etc. as well
as potential future applications for stewardship work.
Participants will learn the process of remote pilot cer-
tification through the FAA, learn about different drone
models to choose from, and get tips for flying. After the
presentation, we will take the session outside for a live
drone demo. In addition to discussion on drones, par-
ticipants will learn a little more about other easy-to-ac-
cess tools related to remote monitoring.

Speakers:

Sean Grandy, Stewardship Manager, Aquidneck Island
Land Trust

Adam Yorks, Stewardship Director, Sakonnet
Preservation Association
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A8. The State of Rhode Island’s Forests 2026

This moderated panel will feature representatives
from the Department of Environmental Management’s
Division of Agriculture & Forest Environment, as well as
the University of Rhode Island’s Department of Natural
Resources Science. Panelists will give an overview of
the current state of Rhode Island’s forests and urban tree
canopy, highlighting progress made on the 2020 Forest
Action Plan. The panel will touch upon current efforts
to sustainably manage Rhode Island’s forests — both on
state and privately-owned lands, as well as trees in ur-
ban areas
Speakers:

Robert “Lou” Allard, Urban and Community Forestry
Program Coordinator, RIDEM

Christopher Riely, Forestry Specialist and Research
Associate, University of Rhode Island

Alana Russell, Forest Health Program Coordinator,
RIDEM

Tara Hoda, Natural and Working Lands Policy Fellow,
RIDEM

Nancy Stairs, Cooperative Forestry Program Supervisor,
RIDEM Division of Forest Environment

A9. The Work Behind the Work: Getting Your
Organization’s Strategic Game in Order

Many conservation organizations struggle not with
what they want to achieve, but with how to organize
themselves to achieve it. Strategic plans often articulate
bold visions, yet without clear structures and systems,
implementation falters.

This interactive workshop introduces a practical
framework that helps conservation nonprofits strength-
en performance across four key dimensions:

Strategic Planning—Setting direction with focus and
purpose;

Organizational Design—Aligning people, roles, and
governance to deliver on strategy;

Strategic Implementation—Converting goals into co-
ordinated, measurable action;

Systemization—Building internal processes and
rhythms that sustain progress over time.

Drawing on experience supporting land trusts, in-
cluding the South Kingstown Land Trust, watershed or-
ganizations, and other environmental nonprofits across
Rhode Island and beyond, Alidade Consultants will
share lessons learned and simple tools for aligning mis-
sion, people, and systems. Participants will complete
a self-assessment of their own organization’s “strate-

gic readiness” and leave with a practical roadmap for
strengthening alignment, accountability, and execution.
Speaker:

Mark Kravatz, President, Alidade Consultants

A10. Why Monitoring Matters

For more than thirty-five years volunteers in the URI
Watershed Watch (URIWW) program have been moni-
toring lakes and ponds (as well as rivers, streams, estu-
aries and salt ponds) throughout the state and adjacent
areas. Scientist-led, state-certified and using established
methods, the volunteer generated data have produced
significant and robust long-term data sets that encour-
age local actions. This presentation will review the over-
all Watershed Watch program, highlight water quality
trends, and emphasize how volunteers continue to be
an integral component of management and restoration
projects. How those data have fostered local actions
will also be a central focus. A panel of site sponsors and
local coordinators from throughout RI will discuss how
they use the water quality data generated through their
volunteers and URIWW to achieve their watershed res-
toration and protection goals.

Speakers:

Cindy Gianfrancesco, Chair, Scituate Conservation
Commission

Elizabeth Herron, Program Director, URI Watershed
Watch

George Davis, Director, The Committee for the Great
Salt Pond

Alicia Schaffner, Executive Director, Salt Ponds
Coalition
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Session B (1:00 PM)

B1. A Culture of Philanthropy: What Does it Look
Like (And how can you cultivate it?)

What is a “culture of philanthropy?” What does it look
like? Why should you create it, anyways? This workshop
will present the basics of what a culture of philanthropy
looks like, and will provide you with some tools to be-
gin this cultural evolution at your organization. Raising
money is central to any nonprofit organization’s suc-
cess, but the right culture can make it more efficient, ef-
fective, and even fun! Participants will learn the basics,
participate in an exercise, and leave the workshop with
clarity on what they should focus on in the next three
to 24 months to measurably change their culture and
achieve more impact.

Speaker:
Kevin Essington, CEO, City Greener Strategies

B2. Intersection at the Intersection: The Promenade/
Kinsley Greenway

Join the Woonasquatucket River Watershed Council
for a presentation on the new Kinsley & Promenade
Greenway. We will discuss the partnership needed to
create this unique section of the Woonasquatucket Riv-
er Greenway, its design elements, how we use it as a
training ground, and how we will maintain its functions.
We will also cover its long term vision as an integral
part of the Valley neighborhood of Providence.
Speakers:

Jarrod Holgate, Stormwater Supervisor,
Woonasquatucket River Watershed Council

Alicia Lehrer, Executive Director, Woonasquatucket
River Watershed Council

Mark Pereira, Civil Engineer, Woonasquatucket River
Watershed Council

B3. Combating Litter and Marine Debris in our Rivers
& Bay

Litter, marine debris and microplastics are growing
pollution problems in the bay, our rivers and through-
out the state. In this presentation, Save The Bay and the
Blackstone River Watershed Council will discuss what
we know about the problem and potential solutions,
including the recent installation of a “water goat” on
the Blackstone to capture debris and potential solutions

that can be pursued at the state of local levels. The pre-
sentation will also include an update on efforts to pass
a ‘bottle bill” in Rhode Island.

Speakers:

John Marsland, President, Blackstone River Watershed
Council

Stephanie Santos, Chair, Lincoln Conservation
Commission

Jed Thorp, Director of Advocacy, Save The Bay

B4. Deer Management for Conservation Landowners —
Why & How

Whitetail deer are a common sight throughout Rhode
Island, and their abundant population creates chal-
lenges for conservation landowners & land managers.
Presenters will discuss some of these challenges, and
the tools that are available in Rhode Island to manage
whitetail deer abundance. Additionally, presenters will
share real-world examples of organized hunting pro-
grams that landowners (primarily land trusts) have suc-
cessfully implemented in Rhode Island.

Speakers:

Dylan Ferreira, Principal Wildlife Biologist, Rl DEM
Fish & Wildlife

Michael Woods, New England Chapter Chair,
Backcountry Hunters & Anglers

B5. Food Recovery for Rhode Island: Community
Action for a Stronger Food System

Join us for a panel featuring graduates of the Univer-
sity of Rhode Island’s Food Recovery for Rl program - a
community initiative to minimize food waste and up-
lift community-led solutions. Panelists will share how
they’ve made meaningful change after completing the
course, from organizing zero-waste events to imple-
menting sustainable practices at local food pantries.
From classrooms to kitchens, see how every Rhode Is-
lander can take simple steps that make a big difference
for our environment.

Speakers:

Dara Benno, Volunteer, Food Recovery for RI
Karen Griffith, Volunteer, Food Recovery for RI
Bruce Thompson, Volunteer, Food Recovery for RI
Vanessa Venturini, State Program Leader, Food
Recovery for RI, URI Cooperative Extension
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B6. How Housing Works with Local Communities and
the Environment

HousingWorks@ RWU is a research and policy or-
ganization that provides information and data about
housing issues and challenges in RI. Through our re-
search and reports, we show the important connections
between housing, climate resiliency and protection of
local environmental and historic resources. At this ses-
sion, we would like to provide updates on our zoning
atlas and new story-mapping features. We also will in-
vite colleagues from the Community Preservation Act
(CPA) program in MA to discuss how local housing, en-
vironmental and historic preservation activists can work
together towards common goals.

Speakers:

Brenda Clement, Executive Director, HousingWorks
Rl @ RWU

Jenn Doherty, Preservation Planner, Barrett Planning
Group

James Hardy, Research Analyst, HousingWorks Rl @
RwWU

Garth Hoxsie-Quinn, Supervising GIS Specialist,
Rhode Island Division of Statewide Planning

B7. Meet & Greet with Land Access Specialists

Join us for an introduction to farmland access and
farm transition in Rhode Island. Meet lenders, service
providers, and conservation organizations working in
this space, and leave with a clearer sense of the resourc-
es available and the people that can help. This work-
shop is perfect for farmers, landowners, land trusts with
farmland, and those who'd just like to learn more!
Speakers:

Molly Allard, District Manager, Northern RI
Conservation District

Amanda Chang, Farm Loan Officer Trainee, Farm
Service Agency

Stacy Entel, Program Manager, Agricultural Mediation,
Center for Mediation and Collaboration Rl

Bradley Fesmire, Community Engagement & Program
Director, Southeastern Massachusetts Agricultural
Partnership

Ananda Fraser, Produce Safety Program Coordinator,
RI Dept. of Environmental Management

Francesca Gallo, Program Coordinator, Legal Food
Hub

Christopher Laughton, Director of Knowledge
Exchange, Farm Credit East

Deanna Levanti, Southeastern New England Field
Agent, Land for Good

Maggie Longo, Food Systems / Restaurant / Hospitality
Business Consultant, Rl Small Business Development
Center

Diane Lynch, Board President, RI Food Policy

Council and Commissioner, Agricultural Land
Preservation Commission

Laurel Witri, Farm Transition Specialist, Land & Sea
Together, Center for Mediation and Collaboration RI

B8. Salt Marsh Restoration: A Collaborative and
Holistic Approach Utilizing Tidal Hydrology
Restoration, Marsh Migration Facilitation, and
Sediment Placement Techniques

Coastal salt marshes are high value habitats that pro-
vide many ecosystem services such as improved water
quality, storm protection, and fish and wildlife habitat.
Many of New England’s salt marshes have been nega-
tively impacted by accelerated sea level rise and past
anthropogenic activities which caused degradation of
these marshes including vegetation conversion from
high marsh species to stunted, low marsh species, Spar-
tina alterniflora (cordgrass); dieback of vegetation; ex-
pansion of impounded water on the marsh platform;
subsidence of the peat and expansion of Phragmites
australis.

As land managers we are tasked with stewarding
these landscapes to work with what we have today as
a starting point looking to the future holistically. Our
goal in this session is to touch on three primary tech-
niques of salt marsh restoration; tidal hydrology restora-
tion, marsh migration facilitation and sediment place-
ment, that have been utilized successfully in Rhode
Island to restore these important habitats and the eco-
system services they provide. In coordination with land
trusts, municipalities, and state and federal partners, we
have designed, implemented, and monitored these salt
marsh restoration techniques and will share the results
of these projects and the importance of long-term adap-
tive management and stewardship to achieve the resto-
ration goals.

Speakers:

Wenley Ferguson, Director of Habitat Restoration,
Save The Bay

Ben Gaspar, Restoration Ecologist, Save The Bay
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B9. WQdashboard: Making Water Quality Data
Accessible to the Public

Analyzing and sharing water quality data is a chal-
lenging task for small watershed groups that lack staff
or programming capacity. To assist with this problem,
the Narragansett Bay Estuary Program has developed an
open-source website template, WQdashboard, that al-
lows nonprofits, government agencies, and other groups
to present current and historic water quality data to the
public. The website presents water quality data in three
basic formats: an interactive map, an annual report card,
and a series of graphs.

WQdashboard is designed with maximum flexibil-
ity and customization in mind. For example, it accepts
multiple different input formats, including the format
used by Watershed Watch. Furthermore, although the
website can be set up or updated by users with limited
to no coding experience, advanced users who are profi-
cient in R Shiny can fully customize the website to suit
their needs.

In this session we will present a brief overview of
WQdashboard and share how the Salt Ponds Coalition
and Blackstone River Collaborative are currently using
the package to share data. The second portion of the
session will involve a hands-on workshop to walk new
users through the process of creating their own website
with WQdashboard.

Speakers:

Heather Parry, Water Quality Program Coordinator,
Blackstone River Coalition

Alicia Schaffner, Executive Director, Salt Ponds
Coalition

Mariel Sorlien, Geospatial and Design Manager,
Narragansett Bay Estuary Program

B10. Environmental Justice: Indigenous Rights

Lorén Spears, Narragansett, and Executive Director of
Tomaquag Museum, will share the historical and con-
temporary impacts on the environment and how they
affect Indigenous rights, including access, health dis-
parities, housing inequities, reparative strategies, and
food sovereignty initiatives. She will also express the
agency and vibrant cultural continuation of the Native
community.

Speaker:
Lorén Spears, Narragansett, Executive Director,
Tomaquag Museum

Session C (2:20 PM)

C1. Caring for Fishers is Caring for Waters: Health,
Equity, and Resilience in Rhode Island’s Seas

Commercial fishers sit at the front lines of climate
change, economic volatility, and regulatory shifts—yet
they are rarely centered in land-and-water conserva-
tion planning. This panel brings together fishers, public-
health practitioners, and conservation leaders to explore
how human health, equity, and stewardship intersect in
Rhode Island’s working waters. Drawing from ongoing
community-based research with Rl fishers (sleep, stress,
tobacco use, cardiometabolic risk, and work productiv-
ity), we ask: How does caring for people improve the
care of places? Panelists will discuss climate-linked dis-
ruptions to fishing effort; barriers to preventive care and
insurance; culturally responsive cessation and sleep-
health supports; and ways conservation, watershed,
and forestry partners can align with working-waterfront
needs (including mobile services, port-based naviga-
tors, and co-designed interventions). We will highlight
funding pathways (federal/state), coalition models with
municipalities and NGOs, and pragmatic “no-regrets”
steps that advance both ecosystem resilience and com-
munity well-being. Participants will leave with concrete
strategies, model language for grants/policies, and con-
tacts for collaboration—moving beyond siloed projects
toward a just, durable stewardship agenda that treats
fishers as essential partners in caring for our lands and
waters.

Moderator:

Thais Moreira, PhD, RN, Assistant Professor — URI
College of Nursing

Speakers:

Fred Mattera, retired fisherman, President of The
Commercial Fisheries Research Foundation (CFRF) and
Executive Director of the Commercial Fisheries Center
of Rhode Island

Jody King, lifelong quahogger, the “King of the Bay”

C2. Develop a Strategy for a Community-Based
Conservation Organization

Save the Lakes has developed a strategy for creating an
organization of lake associations to collectively care for
our lands and waters. The strategy creates outcomes in
the themes of — Climate Change (stormwater, dam man-
agement, and resiliency to flooding), Inequality (water
access, free information and support, State Legislature
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and State Agencies integration) and Ecologic Loss (eu-
trophication due to Aquatic Invasive Species, boating
regulations for recreation, saving native flora and fauna
from invasive species). With lake management funding
in Rl as almost non-existent, Save the Lakes “bridges the
gap” between a single lake association and the RI Agen-
cies that are designed to protect State Land and Waters.

Save the Lakes has based the strategy on four pillars of
stakeholders (Lake Associations, Fishing Groups, Con-
servation Groups and Cities/Towns) to implement out-
comes vital to saving land and waters.

Save the Lakes seeks to support the health of our lakes
both now and future generations. A central focus for the
Lake Associations is expansion: increasing the number
of lake associations to more positively impact action in
support of lakes. The underlying premises are:

Lake Associations are the primary stewards of lakes,
ponds and reservoirs.

Organized groups are essential to achieving informed
action.

Working together = greater impact: for our lakes as
a whole and for influencing the legislature to support
lakes” needs.

Partnerships are important.

Numbers matter: a stronger voice increases the poten-
tial for action.

Unified action strengthens lake stewardship.
Speakers:

Judy Colaluca, President, Save the Lakes
Tom Pendergast, Secretary, Save the Lakes

C3. Farm Succession and Agricultural Leasing for
Land Trusts

This presentation will highlight how land trusts can
examine their holdings to meet the needs of Rl farm-
ers seeking land, and how to support farmers who are
already working land trust acreage to plan for their fu-
tures. We will cover how to assess land for farming, se-
cure land tenure through strong lease agreements, the
basics of transferring tenure, and long-term farm viabili-
ty. Leasing and farm succession resources will be shared
for land trusts as well as private landowners including a
new guide for writing effective stewardship clauses.
Speaker:

Deanna Levanti, Southeast New England Field Agent,
Land for Good

C4. Growing Climate Resilience with Miniforests: The
Miyawaki Method of Afforestation

Across the Northeast, communities face growing eco-
logical disruption: rising temperatures, shrinking habi-
tats, degraded soils, and increasing stormwater runoff.
Yet a vibrant movement is emerging—people are plant-
ing miniforests using the Miyawaki Method—or adapta-
tions of it—to restore life to cities, schoolyards, parks,
and vacant lots.

The Miyawaki Method, pioneered by Dr. Akira Miy-
awaki, creates dense, diverse, multilayered miniforests
of native trees and shrubs in spaces as small as 1,000
square feet. Through careful soil preparation and expe-
dited ecological succession, these miniforests establish
quickly and begin functioning as self-sustaining ecosys-
tems within a few years.

Miniforests provide a wide range of ecological ben-
efits: they serve as nodes in networks of species move-
ment, cultivate biodiversity, improve air quality, capture
stormwater runoff, store carbon, and reduce urban heat
island effects. Equally important, they empower com-
munities to become stewards of living systems in their
neighborhoods, cultivating a deeper connection to local
ecology and supporting education around insect-host
plant relationships, the water cycle, and other ecologi-
cal processes.

This presentation will introduce the Miyawaki Method,
share how Biodiversity for a Livable Climate is putting it
into practice, and highlight emerging scientific insights
from the miniforests we've planted.

Since 2021, we have brought this approach to the
Northeast, planting the region’s first miniforest at Dane-
hy Park in Cambridge, MA, and organizing the inaugu-
ral 2025 Northeast Miniforest Summit. To date, we have
helped create eight miniforests across Massachusetts,
demonstrating how community-driven restoration can
transform urban spaces into resilient, thriving ecosys-
tems.

Speaker:
Alexandra lonescu, Associate Director of Regenerative
Projects, Biodiversity For a Livable Climate
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C5. Improving Coastal Resilience and Public
Shoreline Access

We will present information on strategies and tools
to improve coastal resilience through land conservation
and habitat restoration, and highlight a case study proj-
ect that was a partnership between the Rl Department of
Environmental Management / Narragansett Bay Nation-
al Estuarine Research Reserve, the Rl Coastal Resources
Management Council, and the Town of Westerly, RI.
Speaker:

Caitlin Chaffee, Chief, Narragansett Bay National
Estuarine Research Reserve (RIDEM)

Rachel Holbert, Project Specialist, Narragansett Bay
National Estuarine Research Reserve (RIDEM)

Cé6. Locally-Led Conservation: The Role of the
Conservation Districts

In Rhode Island and across the country, conserva-
tion districts play a key role in the conservation and
care of working lands by linking local concerns to na-
tional funding and policy. In this presentation you'll
learn about the origin of Rhode Island’s three conser-
vation districts, the work they do across Rhode Island,
and how you can become involved in your district as a
board member, volunteer, Local Working Group partici-
pant, or organizational partner. The districts are unique
in Rhode Island’s conservation landscape in that they
were established by legislature, and yet have the power
to independently respond to conservation needs at the
local level. The presentation will highlight recent suc-
cessful conservation district projects that illustrate the
ability to the districts to respond to local needs and
concerns. The districts have many tools available to as-
sist land managers, including land trusts, by connecting
them with resources, publicizing their great program-
ming, and accessing state and federal resources. Fur-
thermore, through the Local Working Group process,
connecting with your Conservation District can provide
local residents with an influence on how the federal
government distributes conservation funding. You will
leave this workshop with contact information for your
local District, a more thorough understanding of its role,
and knowledge about how it can help you to conserve
the land that you love.

Speaker:
Molly Allard, District Manager, Northern Rhode Island
Conservation District

C7. Natural Climate Strategies Across Rhode Island

Representatives from The Nature Conservancy will
share how Rhode Island is planning for and adapting to
a changing climate, including the role of conservation.
We will discuss how we can use nature in coastal eco-
systems to face rising sea levels and storms, the impor-
tance of protecting forests and farms in climate, as well
as how RI cities and towns are planning for changing
conditions. The event will start with an overview of nat-
ural climate solutions relevant to Rhode Island’s land-
scape, highlighting forests, urban trees and wetlands as
important carbon sinks.

Panelists will then share short presentations of current
initiatives, including:

Bringing nature back to the coast by supporting living
shoreline projects and beneficial reuse of dredge mate-
rial transforming hardened or degraded shorelines into
living habitats that buffer storms, improve water quality,
and connect people to the bay. Our team is also in the
field monitoring fish and shellfish populations to help
assess ecological changes and inform adaptive manage-
ment.

The Municipal Resilience Program that brings together
local leaders to assess strengths and vulnerabilities in
the face of climate change — leading to community-cen-
tered projects that mitigate flooding, provide protection
against heat, and protect people and natural resources.

A partnership with RIDEM to integrate natural and
working lands into statewide climate policy, planning,
and programming. This includes a current initiative to
integrate climate and carbon considerations into forest
management plans for DEM-owned and managed lands.
Speakers:

Tara Hoda, Natural and Working Lands Policy Fellow,
RIDEM

Heather Kinney, Coastal Restoration Program Manager,
The Nature Conservancy

Angela Tuoni, Director of Climate & Government
Relations, The Nature Conservancy
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C8. Seeing Inland Flooding More Clearly: New
Modeling and Community Science Tools for Rhode
Island

Rhode Island communities are facing increasing risks
from inland and riverine flooding driven by changing
precipitation patterns and climate change. Building on
the state’s long-standing leadership in coastal resilience
tools—including STORMTOOLS for coastal storms and
sea level rise and the MyCoast platform for documenting
coastal flooding—University of Rhode Island and RI Sea
Grant are expanding these efforts inland. This session
will explore two complementary initiatives to improve
understanding, documentation, and planning for inland
flooding across the state. First, we present a new inland
STORMTOOLS modeling effort to generate climate-in-
formed flood maps for key watersheds, including the
Wood-Pawcatuck, Blackstone, Pawtuxet, and Moshas-
suck—-Woonasquatucket River Basins. By downscaling
climate model projections and incorporating expected
changes in precipitation intensity, the project estimates
how future conditions may alter FEMA Flood Insurance
Rate Maps and increase flood elevations and extents.
The resulting watershed models and online mapping
tools will support regulatory agencies, municipalities,
and watershed groups in risk assessment, planning, and
management. Second, we highlight a statewide com-
munity science initiative to document stormwater, riv-
erine, and inland flooding through MyCoast. Expanding
MyCoast beyond its coastal origins will help fill criti-
cal data gaps and empower residents to contribute to a
more complete picture of flooding impacts. The session
will conclude with an interactive discussion, inviting
participants to explore practical applications of these
tools in local planning, communication, and resilience
efforts.

Speakers:

Eliza Berry, Coastal Resilience Specialist, Rl Sea Grant
/ URI

Dr. M. Reza Hashemi, Associate Professor, University
of Rhode Island

Casey Tremper, Coastal Resilience Specialist, Rhode
Island Sea Grant

C9. Trespass and Encroachment on Preserves and
Conservation Easements

Trespass and encroachments on preserves and con-
servation easements can be complex and costly to navi-
gate and resolve. Join us to discuss trends in trespass on
conserved lands and risk mitigation strategies informed

by lived experience. Topics will include pre-acquisition
due diligence, the unique challenges of third-party tres-
pass on a conservation easement, Land Trust Standards
and Practices, Terrafirma and tips for monitoring, en-
forcement and dispute resolution.

Speakers:

Martha Day, Stewardship Compliance Coordinator,
South Kingstown Land Trust

Julia Landstreet, Executive Director, South Kingstown
Land Trust

Ailla Wasstrom-Evans, Conservation Defense Fund and
Education Manager, Land Trust Alliance

C10. Engaging in Conservation Topics on Social Media

How do we engage people in conservation topics on
social media?

Since 2024, Ethan Tapper has built a following of
more than 300,000 across Instagram, Facebook, TikTok
and Instagram (all under the handle @HowToLoveAFor-
est), with videos about trees, forest ecology, wildlife,
and ecosystem stewardship. In this workshop, Ethan
will discuss some of the nuances of creating engaging
social media content, and building social media plat-
forms. Feel free to bring some examples of social media
content for Ethan’s feedback!

Speaker:
Ethan Tapper, author, How to Love a Forest

@Alidade
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= RINEST

Rhode Island Network for Excellence in Science and Technology

$8 million initiative funded through
the U.S. National Science Founda-
tion strengthening Rhode Island’s
research ecosystem, positioning the
state to develop transdisciplinary,
use-inspired research towards societal
and economic growth into the future.

05300

Visit our website

This work is supported in part by the U.S. National Science Foundation under

EPSCoR Cooperative Agreements #01A-2433276. Any opinions, findings, conclu-

E h [ sions, or recommendations expressed in this material are those of the author(s)
[ | and do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. National Science Foundation.

4 Get Paid to Protect Lakes: 2026 Summer Jobs!

Seasonal Boat Greeters
(@ various boat ramps in Rl

: Boat Greeter Coordinator
— Based in Providence w/ travel
$24/hr, 35 hours per week

E58E Search for Job
_,1% earch for Jo
:":;'- _ JR101169 Q?g

Apply Online: Apply.ri.gov

[E5a on apply.ri.gov

RHODE ISLAND
dem.ri.gov/seasonal-jobs
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Agricultural Conservation Easements

Conserving Rhode Island’s Land & Water

USDA-NRCS has a proud 90-year history of providing technical and financial assistance to Rhode
Island farmers, woodland owners, oyster growers, and communities to conserve our lands and im-
prove our soil, water, air, plants, animals, energy, and habitats. Through our voluntary conservation

programs, NRCS works with local conservation districts and partners to provide information and
tools to conserve and protect natural resources on private lands in Rhode Island.

‘Are you eady to become more reS|I|ent7 Sign up for conservation aSS|stance today!

_: Conservat n Plannlng & Practlce Assnstance Wetland Restoration

Call or Visitus at: |

401-828-1300
nrcs.usda.gov/RI

\/\/ANT TO SUPPORT NATI\/E
PI_ANTS IN RHODE ISLAND?

RHODE ISLAND WILD PLANT SOCIETY OFFERS
: NATIVE PLANT EDUCATION, SEED STARTERS GROUPS,
. PROJECT GRANTS AND SEASONAL PLANT SALES.

RHODE ISLAND'

Plant—

IEI e =] LEARN MORE AND BECOME A MEMBER.
Iﬁ-_- = Fa —— riwps.org
of OO T PP P PP PO PP PR POROPRO: °

WANT TO BUY LOCALLY
GROWN NATIVE SEED?

THE RESEEDING RI INITIATIVE OF RIWPS
WORKS WITH BOTANIST SEED COLLECTORS, LOCAL
GROWERS, AND RIWPS VOLUNTEERS TO PRODUCE
LOCALLY-SOURCED (ECOTYPIC) NATIVE PLANT
SEED. LEARN MORE riwps.org/reseeding-ri/ AND BUY
SEED WHOLESALE OR RETAIL AT OUR DISTRIBUTOR’S
WEBSITE: northeastseedcollective.com/

2026 POWER OF
PLACE SUMMIT

SAVIE THlE DATTE
JUNE 26

RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF DESIGN

Sustainable Economic Growth
& Quality of Place

GrowSmartRI
g

GROWSMARTRI.ORG £;

NEA Rhode Island
is a proud supporter of the
RI Land & Water
Conservation Summit

NEARI

NATIONAL* EDUCATION * ASSOCIATION
Since 1845

President Valarie J. Lawson
Vice President Amy Mullen
Executive Director Mary K. Barden

National Education Association Rhode Island
99 Bald Hill Rd. Cranston, RI 02920
401-463-9630 - www.neari.org

HousingWorksgh\h

at Roger Williams University

HousingWorks RI (HWRI) at Roger Williams
University is a clearinghouse of information
about housing in Rhode Island that conducts
research and analyzes data to inform public
policy, develops communications strategies,
and promotes dialogue about the
relationship between housing and the state's
economic future and our residents' well-
being.

Through tools such as the 2025 Housing
Fact Book and Rhode Island Zoning
Atlas, HWRI aims to increase awareness
around the importance of housing
affordability in the Ocean State:

401.276.4806 | hwri@rwu.edu
housingworksri.org

F" Landscape Elements, LLC

Landscape Architecture,
Landscape Ecology
Cultural Landscape Preservation

Elena M. Pascarella, ASLA, Principal

Providing nature-based solutions through
sustainable design and planning services.
e Wetland and coastal plans
e  Cultural landscape reports and master plans
e  Landscape restoration and biodiversity plans

Tel: 401.225.0673
www.landscapeelementslic.com
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NEW
HARBOR
GROUP

www.nharbor.com

PROVENRESULTS

’ ‘ 1 ‘ ‘ ‘ We work hard to position you to achieve your goals.

25+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

More than a quarter century of excellence.

LASTING RELATIONSHIPS

Service that makes things happen.

Follow Us @ (©) ©

SAVE THE BAY.

NARRAGANSETT BAY

Educate.

Learn more at
savebay.org

A family-owned, full-service marina
proudly serving Rhode Island and
Eastern Connecticut for over 40 years.

REGUVATOR %{B‘f‘ﬁn‘{ WENTURIES

POWERED BY YAMAHA

Sa”Pa’: QYAMAHA “welaae-
GARMIN. @YAMAHA GODFREY
MARITME | ams seue

401-364-6040
oceanhousemarina.com
60 Town Dock Road, Charlestown, RI 02813

SumCo

ECO-CONTRACTING

Hellcat Trail Boardwalk Replacement, Newburyport, MA

SumCo Eco-Contracting specializes in ecological construction
- including civil, site, marine, landscape, and environmental
projects. Our professional staff includes ecologists, engineers,
and experienced restoration professionals. We use the latest
construction equipment and technology to complete projects
characterized by challenging locations, difficult conditions, and
the convergence of multiple disciplines.

ST 2nRd

Ecosystem Coastal Infrastructure & Dredging Parks&Open  NativePlant  Remediation
Restoration Removal Stabilization Resiliency &Marine Spaces Communities.
& Mitigation &River Construction

Restoration

www.sumcoeco.com - 978-744-1515
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HWurELC

S I G N S T U D1 O

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
SITE PLANNING
CUSTOM SITE AMENITIES

SUSTAINABLE DESIGN

386 DRY BRIDGE ROAD,

NORTH KINGSTOWN, RI 02852

401.294.9678

TUPELODESIGNSTUDIO.COM

Experience. Expertise. Results!

Attorney
Joseph R. Marion, I1I

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY

jmarion@whelancorrente.com
(401) 251-4288

Recognized in the 2025 edition of The Best
Lawyers in America for his high-caliber work in
Litigation - Trusts and Estates.

Wills ¢ Trusts * Estate & Long-term Care Planning Land
Conservation Planning * Business Succession

Admitted in Rhode Island, Massachusetts and New York

127 John Clarke Rd, Unit 1, Middletown, R1 02842

" JIosuPra o
Best Lawyers |:§:’:‘:f;::‘;:,z§ soverLavyer [ —

Joseph R. Marion, Il

\ Supertawyers.com U

Scan This QR Code To Visit

Me Online TODAY'!
]}« WHELAN CORRENTE & FLANDERS LLP
X . o o
hitps://wh ys/joser arion-iii/

|

G .

'A CVY)
=

vhb.

Engineers | Scientists | Planners | Designers

Inspiring our people
and partnering

with our clients

and communities

to create a
sustainable future.

ol

The Kinsley Avenue &
Promenade Street Greenway
Project has reimagined the
urban edge of the
Woonasquatucket River in
Providence as a vibrant linear 'y
park with a multi-use trail, river
access, and green
infrastructure. A powerful
collaboration between the
Woonasquatucket River
Watershed Council and the City
of Providence, it's a milestone
achievement for recreation,
connectivity, and a healthier
river.

versg

WOONASQUATUCKET RIVER
WATERSHED COUNCIL

wrwc.org
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Rhode Island

Together,
We Find a Way

TheNature (7%
Conservancy -

THE

UNIVERSITY

OF RHODE ISLAND

COLLEGE OF
THE ENVIRONMENT
AND LIFE SCIENCES

TROUT UNLIMITED

RHODE
ISLAND

EVERY RIVER NEEDS A

CHAMPION

“Protecting our land and water”
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THE WOOD-PAWCATUCK
W I L D A N D S C E N l C R I V E R S Explc?rc!.heWuod-Pawcaluck'?wild and
STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL o i e

play in the Pawcatuck Watershed and its
federally designated Wild and Scenic
Rivers.

The Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic Rivers are a nationally designated treasure, SEVEN RIVERS
. R . This podcast is sponsored by the Wood-
protecting some of the cleanest and most scenic rivers in Rhode Island and Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic Rivers UNBOUND
Connecticut. Flowing through forests, farms, and historic mills, these waters support Stewardship Council -
wildlife, recreation, and cultural connections. Whether you love paddling, fishing,
birdwatching, or simply sitting by the river, there's something to explore for everyone. @ Listen wherever you get
your podcasts!

Our Stewardship Council helps keep these rivers healthy and thriving for future
generations. You can stay connected by subscribing to our newsletter for updates,

events, and stories from all along the rivers. Tune into our podcast to hear from Pawcatuck Watershed Map

Wild ang Scanic Rivers and Tributaries highlightd in blus

scientists, artists, anglers, and community members who care deeply about these

waters. Ready to explore? Check out our Water Trails Map to find access points, s
paddling routes, and hidden gems. Join us in celebrating and protecting the Wood-

Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic Rivers!

Follow us: Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and
WpPWildRivers.org Scenic Water Trails
@WPWild_Scenic_Rivers y
https://www.facebook.com/WPWildScenic/ Ui Wees iUl e

is full of beautiful and interesting
places for folks of all abilities to
paddle--start exploring our Water
Trails Map on our website -
https:/wpwildrivers.org/maps/

This is a super helpful resource for
planning out your Wild and
Scenic River paddles!

WOOD - PAWCATUCK wm;' :ﬂ:g‘t‘:‘imc

WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS RIVERS SYSTEM
STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL

31




URI Memorial Union

Upstairs

Performance §°™"1== 52—

Studio

315
313 318

Elevator Women's Men's

L L
308 314 360

Senate
Chambers

Ground Floor

Check out the Conservation Commons!

BINGO!!! Stop by each of the display tables (marked V or Vendor on the map) to
have your bingo card stamped and enter the drawing for a chance to win a fabulous

I Ram's Den
Baliroom [ e ]
Gallery 3 : ing
Set: lecture style seating for 325 @ Seating
**Floorplan is I )
&
Wamens N | seawng |
 — g, A
= = |
: = @ Seating
* | |
Elevator Women's Men's E)
3
| | Emw b
v v
L bb IVendor| Vendod IVendor| Vendod IVendor| [Vendor|
obby
Vv \4
~ . \J . E] * Follow signs to lower level Mothers R oom
Atrium 1 Atrium 2 o

R = registration table

V = vendor table in Conservation Commons
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prize at the closing program!

American Farmland Trust

Applied Biosystems & Landscape Elements LLC
Audubon Society of Rhode Island
Conservation Stewardship Collaborative
ecoRI News

Eastern & Northern Rl Conservation Districts
Farm Credit East

Horsley Witten Group, Inc.

Land & Sea Together

Narragansett Bay Estuary Program

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Plant Community Rl & Young Farmer Network

RI DEM Office of Water Resources

Rhode Island Beaver Management
Rhode Island Energy

Rhode Island Food Policy Council
Rhode Island Land Trust Council
Rhode Island Wild Plant Society
Rich Earth Institute

RI-NEST

Tomaquag Museum

URI CELS- Cooperative Extension

Wood-Pawcatuck Wild and Scenic Rivers Stewardship
Council

Woonasquatucket River Watershed Council

...and more!

JOIN US FOR

$

WHALERS

LOCATION:
1174 KINGSTOWN RD
PEACE DALE, RI

THE AFTER PARTY!
§.;}-

\




RHODE ISLAND
LAND TRUST GOUNCIL

For over 20 years, we've been busy...

ADVOCATING FOR PUBLIC POLICY

PUSHING FOR CONSERVATION FUNDING

SUPPORTING SOUND LAND STEWARDSHIP

PROVIDING TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE T0 LAND TRUSTS
INCREASING PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR LAND PROTECTION

We are proud to be a unified voice for
land conservation and preservation
of open space in Rhode Island.

Thank you for supporting the work of the
RI Land Trust Council & land trusts across the state.

Donate to
support our work!

www.rilandtrusts.org



